The First-Weeks
Procedural Stack

Castration architecture,
pain management,
identification mechanics,
and the CDT interlock for
Katahdin sheep.

Ssurgical

Identification




Surgical & Pain mimuno oolca ]
AA « AVMA Castration Guidelines || . \ SN
- — « Meloxicam e HUing 4l R
SE I8l (- * Tetanus Prophylaxis | -
W Colostral Transfer |

Regulatory ID i

|
* USDA Scrapie
* KHSI Reqistry %
* Tag Mechanics P,
v | 7
o,
_;‘ .

None of these systems operate in isolation. Pain medication requires veterinary triads.
Surgery requires immunological coverage. Tags require federal compliance.




The AVMA Stratified Castration Architecture

by colostrum (if
dam vaccinated).

< 24 Hours 1to 7 Days 7 Days to 12 Weeks > 12 Weeks
4 |
NO CASTRATION. Optimal On-Farm Window. Proceed with Caution. VETERINARIAN ONLY.
Establish maternal bond Banding accepted Requires local anesthetic Surgical castration
& confirm colostrum ¢ without analgesia. (Lidocaine) and/or (¢ required, complete with
intake. Tetanus risk mitigated NSAIDs (Meloxicam). full pain management.




Comparison Matrix: Castration Methods

Banding Surgical Burdizzo
(Elastrator) (Scalpel/Emasculator) (Emasculatome)
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o7 Skill Level: Low
&/ Open Wound: No
Acute Pain: High (peaks in 1 hr)

Tetanus Risk: Elevated
(anaerobic necrotic tissue)

AN\ Skill Level: Moderate

A\ Open Wound: Yes
— (requires drainage)
/I\ Acute Pain: Moderate/High

Risk: Strict aseptic
environment required

& Skill Level: Operator dependent
& Open Wound: No
& Acute Pain: Low/Moderate

Risk: “Stag” outcome
(incomplete crush leaves
functional testicle)



Pain Management & The Regulatory Triad

VCPR

Vet-Client-Patient

Relationship
(The legal gatekeeper).

FARAD

Calculates mandatory
withdrawal times.

The Treatment Protocol

Lidocaine (local block for acute pain) <_J/
4

Meloxicam (1.0 mg/kg oral/SC/IM for sustained analgesia)

Note: 0.5 mg/kg is sub-therapeutic and incurs regulatory penalty without welfare benefit

10-Day FARAD Withdrawal: Market lambs treated with meloxicam cannot enter the

food chain for at least 10 days post-dose. Build this into the production calendar.



The CDT-Tetanus Interlock

Vaccinated Dam
(Last Month of Gestation)

Colostral antibody
protects lamb.

Band cleanly at 1-7 days.

Lamb’s First CDT
administered at 30+ days.

Dam’s CDT Status

Tetanus enters through anaerobic wounds.
Your castration schedule is entirely gated
by your dam’s vaccination history.

Unvaccinated Dam

No colostral protection.

n_m Elevated Tetanus Risk.

Consult vet (Tetanus Antitoxin
required for early banding).

Lamb’s First CDT required at
Week 1 (Booster at Week 5) before
wounds can be created safely.



The Wether vs. Intact Fork

| NSIP Data Pipeline . Premium Market Channel D@?
|+ Ram lambs require Scrotal  Ethnic buyers for the Eid al-Adha
Circumference measurement | market pay premiums for intact 12-14
(150-2404). month males.
* Requires Ultrasound scanning
(90-180d).

* Castrating early permanently removes
them from individual genetic
evaluation.

The Synthesis: Defer the Decision

Run NSIP candidates intact through the 120-day weigh-in. Castration is a
falloack for animals that fit neither the breeding nor the intact-male market.




The Identification Framework: USDA vs. KHSI

USDA Scrapie (Federal Movement) | KHSI Registration (Breed Standards)

METAL CLIP =
MECHANISM /7 1>

METAL CLIP
MECHANISM

VISUAL TAG RIVET
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T \ i —— LNIGUE
' ME*L-JJJJ DEBUNKED: The 2024 RFID mandate apples | |~~~ &
L A :m’: to cattle and bison, NOT sheep. Plastic i\‘“:ﬁl,//
; 7 visual tags remain fully compliant. '“ﬁ';i%i”ﬁ&?&“
Mandatory for off-farm movement. Requires permanent ID matching the certificate.
White tag = unrestricted; Yellow tag = high-risk restricted. Must include the unique 2-to-3-letter flock prefix.

Hardware Warning: Tags are proprietary. Plastic (S”hearwellNG) vs Metal (National/505S).

Mismatched applicators render tags useless.
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Ear Tag Mechanics & The Healing Reality

Operational Rules
1. Tag early /0
)

(smaller wound).

?‘;"’"’
|~ of ear-tag wounds
| _remained unhealed ®

- 4 - 2. Tag once
; by weaning (8—11 . £ g5
Y es==s===— eeks post-tagging). (avoid re-piercing).

Placement Zone:
Max 2 inches from
the base. Avoids

fence-tear leverage. ' (Source: 2025 Scientific Reports) \- /

21% present with W oid peak A
pus at some point. fly season. [z




The Double-Tagging Strategy

Phase 1: 24 to 72 hours The biological tissue remains Phase 2: 30 to 60 days

constant while the hardware
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e Action: Apply small management tag. e Action: Remove management tag and apply
large official Scrapie/KHSI tag in the same hole.

* Result: Creates the initial hole, provides e Result: The ear is thickened, lamb is stronger,
Immediate flock ID, creates minimal wound and federal/registry compliance is achieved
burden on the newborn. without creating a second wound.
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The Procedure Katahdin Owners Skip.

The KHSI breed standard explicitly does not require tail docking.
Katahdins have a natural short-to-medium tail.

(V) Zero tail-docking pain management

/) Zero tail-wound tetanus risk

V) Zero fly-strike risk from docking necrosis




Synthesis: The First 90-Days Procedure Calendar
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