THE KATAHDIN LAMBING
READINESS PLAYBOOWK

A Shepherd’s Field Manual for Calendar, Nutrition, and Facilities.
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OEVENTY PERCENT OF FETAL GROWTH OGGURS IN THE FINAL SIX WEEKS
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Preparation must be
—> fully operational, not

just “mostly ready”.

Energy demands Z Intervention
window opens

exceed forage
forage capacity

FETAL DEVELOPMENT / WEIGHT
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GESTATION WEEKS

This single biological statistic dictates every facility, nutritional, and medical decision leading up to Day 140.




WORKING BACKWARD:
THE OPERATIONAL READINESS TIMELINE | wox‘vecortseie oesoinee.

6 WEEKS OUT

CDT SHOT #1
(FIRST-TIME MOTHERS).

KATAHDIN GESTATION AVERAGES 147
DAYS (RANGE 142-152). WORK BACKWARD

A

3 WEEKS OUT ESTIMATED
CDT SHOT #2 LAMBING
(FIRST-TIME MOTHERS) DAY 147 AVG
& WALK FENCE LINES. (APRIL 9-14).

RAM
—'| INTRODUCTION
Nov 18

4-6 WEEKS OUT

STANDARD CDT BOOSTER.
TRANSFERS PASSIVE
IMMUNITY FOR FIRST 6-8
WEEKS OF LAMB'S LIFE.

DAY 140

BARN, SUPPLY KIT,
AND NUTRITION MUST
BE OPERATIONAL.
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THE PRE-LAMBING EWE ASSESSMENT (DAY 133 GHECKOUT)

1. Body Condition
Score:

Target 3.0-3.5
(singles),

3.5-4.0 (multiples).
Adjust feed.

2. Udder: Check for
asymmetry/hard
tissue (indicates
mastitis history).

5. Tag: Ensure ID 1s
legible from a
distance.

6. CDT: Confirm
vaccination

administered 4+
weeks ago.

7. Eyes (FAMACHA):
Score and treat

strategically, no
blanket dosing.

3. Feet: Trim hooves. Lame ewes cannot
position properly for delivery.

4. Vulva: Monitor for signs
of vaginal prolapse.




SGCALING NUTRITION TO MATCGH FETAL DEMAND

BCS WARNING DIAL

FEED BREAKDOWN

GRAIN SUPPLEMENT: Start at

0.5 lbs/day (4-6 wks for multiples;
2-3 wks for singles).

Target: ~1 lb/day per lamb.

CALCIUM SOURCE: Alfalfa introduced
around Day 90.
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WATER:

1-4 gallons/day
(kept >40°F).
Inadequate water
triggers toxemia.

BCS > 4.5 in easy-keeping Katahdins
elevates pregnancy toxemia risk.
The goal is adequate energy, not
maximum energy.

CRITICAL RULE: NEVER INCREASE GRAIN BY MORE THAN 0.25 LBS/DAY. ACIDOSIS KILLS FASTER THAN TOXEMIA.




THE SELENIUM QUESTION:
NAVIGATING DEFIGCIENT SOILS SAFELY

Context: Eastern US soil deficiency causes White Muscle Disease (stiff

posture, sudden cardiac death in lambs).
VPP T T VIV IV TV IV VT T TS

PROHIBITED - NEVER USE

- Free-choice sheep loose Injectable BO-SE in
mineral (FDA max 90 ppm). Pregnant Ewes.

- Vitamin E top-dress (Documented cause of
(100 IU/ewe/lamb). abortions and death).

- Selenium/lodine premix Exception: Permitted only in lambs 2+
(1 Ib to 50 Ibs salt). weeks old, or at birth (1 mL/40 Ibs).































